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< . President CQadhafi- - by his own policy failures
anc Libva's declining zols in Zrab politics--has gradually
. cone O realize thar he magt afanit e & new set of realities
in the Middle Bast., 1In.our judgnent, Major al-Huoni--one .
¢ the mos< capable and even-handed mewbsrs of the ruling
milivary council and the nowly aspointed foreign minister--
. hras been instrumental in persusdine Dadnaii that his extrems
o ‘ ‘pelicies and arbitrary téctics & now pbcome not only .
) counterproductive but danc€rous. We. intearpret al-Huni's
g " accaptance of the forsign minizier's pesit as a strong in-
- Co dication that Qadha is rezczeceing .his options and priori-
L ties and that al-lun at lsact time, will have con-
"siderable leeway in rsuing modzrate approach to
foreign policy. ‘ ' ' " : o .
. Pressure on the Libyan lesder to temper his actions
i has been building for some timz. His vprometion oI ill-
3 concaived union schemes, his uncooperative ettitude during
T zhe October war, ané his efforts to ozstruct & united Areb
: negotizting policy heve so damazed his imace and isclated
B T:ipol; ~nat other mexbers of ths recime are now serigusly
5 cuesticoning their leaser's judgment. The ruling council and
' key military officers--the mainstay cof Qadhali's power--are
srossing for & greaater voices in decision-making and are
Gefanding trhat Libva's intereste no longer be gambled on.
i i1 ugo*;dcauses. Memhers of thé country's sole polizical”
) party, e powerless body but an important gauge of popular
- ‘Feelings, are opanlv grumbling about Qadhafi's exclusive
. handling of foreign affeirs, blaming him perscnaily for
A iLibva's current difficulties. &Zlthough we balieva the
i . regime is s=till fully’ capable of fending off potential |
v " cnalliengars, Qadhafi's heichtened concorn for his p;rsoggl
: | -sedurity suggests that for the first time he sees himsell
. as & vulnerable tarcet. '
o Qacdhafi .also faces
: e recelved by @ more p
immediate prodblems are: P
-—low levels ci oil
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Los cal long-range consi “hat weigh heavily
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‘ qu'thesevand other rea:ons, reconciliaetion with Cairo
s now Libya's top priority; Qacdhafi and zi-Huni are of
one mind on this GO&I, which cives impetus to their gfforts

in other qu:c_loﬁ al-Huni, however, views good .
rolations with the Maghreb as an imporiant balance to close

_‘ties with Egvpt, and he hasg apparently been the. main
‘agvocate oI T*7ﬁOll‘¢ conciliato: i towaré Morocco
and Rligeria. Thers ar® tentativ igns at the Libvans . . _
are trying to improve pilaterzl channels of, commurnication '
elsewhere--espacialily within the moderate Aras bloc.

Qadhafi's desire for an
relations stems from @ comp 1
include: -

oi motives. These

. .--fear. that +the US .intends to inv de Lib;an 0*1‘ elds
and a near deqoeraue hope OF reducing that threat;
-z 'desire to recaln international respectability that
diplomstic attention from Washington would help to
recaptuare; : ’ *
--a hope of demenstrating & willingness to cooperate in
an important aspect of coordinatad Arab‘pollcy; ‘

--a wish to Gispel the impression o- ‘a Libvan shiit
toward Moscoa ir the wahé\of the bvan Sﬂ\let arms
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ation of arms sales tTO Tripoli
S technical and acadsmic

--a desiré for US authoriz:
and increased access to U
expertise. :
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The Libvans have mads: sueh bn dszue over Washington's
rzlzase of the C-130 a;;rm"'i‘.‘: what our acguiescencs may
have becomz--ior ‘s.'h— - & precondivion for o dialogue.

We are still inclined to belicve thaot the metter is . 7
cesontially & swym ..)ol.xc: ong that might be clrcumvented.

There are only +©
is prevarsd to modif

ic¢le Least dispute.
he jgsue a quali
e il nwgotiations, ;
and other regime officizls have on oc
Tripoli's uvsual militent line. ni-Hun;
ig' clzarly circwnscribped by Cadhafi,
ided the . issusa.
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. Much of EL‘ -ipoli's activity in the naw, ‘Girection of
'flexibility is a gyroping, born out of necessity rather than
“conviction.' . zlthough (athafi for soms time has seemed’ '
uncertain .cf nrn.eli ,~he probebly.nhas: not 'f—'ac”neo:_tne pc.):.i.n’-:
cf guesticning his fundemental views. We suspect that his
- militancy toward Israely-his basic antagehism toward the
Jsuperpowers, and his commitment to 2 specifiica ally Islamic
irab revolution remain unchanged. His ragent 2sxperiences
reverth 55 mav heves hadoa pormanent iy SO.‘::—:—'_."-.':".I“.\Q aifsct on
.a vouncg o whe--alithougn ‘once willing to pursus-his -7
vision iess cof the risk--has bscome more concerned
with pr ng and strengthening what he has already . . ..
“achieve : ' ' , TR ‘
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~ Rt this nownn_, however, much will depend on thm
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success of al-Huni's efforts and. the changing 4C2_I'CL.~*IIET_E_’.1CES _

.in_ the Mlcule East. .. ST




